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הָיָהplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigוַיְהִי֩

hebrew

The word הָיָה means “to exist” or “to be” or “to become” or “to come into being” and occurs
3561 times in the Old Testament.

This is the foundational verb of existence, identity, becoming and occurrence.

* It is used in the creation narrative of Genesis 1, represented by the English words Genesis
1:3Exodus 3:12Ruth 1:1Isaiah 2:2 ם בֶּן לְקָנָה בֶּן יְרֹחָ֧ יִם וּשְׁמ֡וֹ אֶ֠ ר אֶפְרָ֑ ים מֵהַ֣ יִם צוֹפִ֖ ד מִן הָרָמָתַ֛ ישׁ אֶחָ֜ אִ֨
י חוּ בֶן צ֖וּף אֶפְרָתִֽ אֱלִיה֛וּא בֶּן תֹּ֥

ESV There was a certain man of Ramathaim-zophim of the hill country of Ephraim whose name
was Elkanah the son of Jeroham, son of Elihu, son of Tohu, son of Zuph, an Ephrathite.

NIV
There was a certain man from Ramathaim, a Zuphite from the hill country of Ephraim, whose
name was Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an
Ephraimite.

NLT There was a man named Elkanah who lived in Ramah in the region of Zuph in the hill country
of Ephraim. He was the son of Jeroham, son of Elihu, son of Tohu, son of Zuph, of Ephraim.
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LXX

ἄνθρωπος ἦνplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigεἰμί

greek

εἰμί is the first person singular verb for “to be” (εἶναι [the infinitive form] = “to be”).

It an irregular verb, and, like English, changes significantly between person and tense. For
example εἰμί is the word for am and ἦν is the word for was, e.g. ἐξ Αρμαθαιμ Σιφα ἐξ ὄρους
Εφραιμ καὶplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigκαί

greek

Meaning

* And * Also * Both * Even * Too * So

Is a conjunction that connects single words or terms or sentences. IT is most frequently
translated as “and” ὄνομα αὐτῷplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigαὐτός

greek

Meaning

* He, she, it * Himself, herself, itself * Same

Personal pronoun (reflexive). Occurs more than 5,000 times in the New Testament.

Core uses Function English Equivalent Typical Translation Example (Greek) Example (English)
Ελκανα υἱὸς Ιερεμεηλ υἱοῦ Ηλιου υἱοῦ Θοκε ἐνplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-
autotooltip_bigἐν

greek

Preposition meaning “in”. Νασιβ Εφραιμ

KJV
Now there was a certain man of Ramathaimzophim, of mount Ephraim, and his name was
Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an
Ephrathite:

Ruth 4:22 ← 1 Samuel 1:1 → 1 Samuel 1:2
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