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Christianity

Christianity is the world’s most widely practiced religion, encompassing a rich diversity of traditions
and expressions. Despite denominational differences, Christians are united in their faith in Jesus
Christ, the Son of God and the Saviour of the world. At its heart, Christianity is not merely a moral
system or a cultural tradition, but a living relationship with the Triune God, revealed supremely in the
person and work of Jesus Christ.

The term Christianity is derived from the Greek word Christ (Xptotd¢plugin-autotooltip _default
plugin-autotooltip_bigXpLotdg

Christ means “anointed one”

The equivalent Hebrew word is Messiah (n>vin)

Noun, masculine.), meaning “Anointed One,” which is the equivalent of the Hebrew Messiah
(nvinplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bign>vn

Messiah means “anointed one”
The Greek word is Christ (Xptotéc)

Masculine, noun). Christians are thus those who follow Jesus, the Christ.

The Essence of Christianity

Christianity is fundamentally the story of God’s initiative to reconcile fallen humanity to Himself. God
created the world and everything in it (Genesis 1:1plugin-autotooltip _default plugin-
autotooltip_bigGenesis 1:1

Hebrew yonn nx) onvn nx 005N N2 nwirda ESV In the beginning, God created the heavens and

(S

the earth. NIV In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. NLT In the beginning God
created the heavens and the earth. LXX év dpxfj €énoinoev 6 B0¢ TOV 00pavov kKal TAvyAv). God is a
personal, holy, and loving Creator, eternally existing as one God in three persons - Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19plugin-autotooltip _default plugin-autotooltip_bigMatthew 28:19

Greek mopevBévteg pabntedoate ndvta T £€6vn, BantiCovteg adTOLC €i¢ TO dvopa ToD MATPOC Kal
To0 vlod kal tob aylov mvebuatog, ESV Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, NIV Therefore go and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,...).

Humanity was created in God's image (Genesis 1:27plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-
autotooltip_bigGenesis 1:27

Hebrew onik x93 N2p» 721 IR X2 DNYN DY¥D NY¥a DTND NN YN K727 ESV So God created man

in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. NIV So God
created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created
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them. kaieémoinogvobeogTOVAVOpwWIoVKaTEIKOVOBEODEMOINTEVALTOVKAIBAAVETOINOEVADTOUG...) to live
under his rule in relationship with Him. However, through sin and rebellion, humanity has turned away
from God (Romans 3:23plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigRomans 3:23

Greek navteg yop Auaptov Kal botepodvtal TAG 66ENc Tod Beod, ESV for all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God, NIV for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, NLT For everyone
has sinned; we all fall short of God's glorious standard. KJV For all have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God;). The result of sin is spiritual death and separation from Him (Isaiah 59:2plugin-
autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_biglsaiah 59:2

Hebrew yinyn 031 029 1>RDN 02MNVM DNYX P22 D32 OYTIN 1PN DINMY DN *3 ESV but your
iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face
from you so that he does not hear. NIV But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your
sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.
GAAXTAAUOPTAMATOOUEOVOULOTROOWAVAUETOVORVKALTODOE0DKALOLATACA AP TIOCUUGVA...). Yet God, in
His mercy, did not abandon His creation. Instead, He entered the world in the person of Jesus Christ,
fully God and fully man (John 1:1plugin-autotooltip _default plugin-autotooltip_bigjohn 1:1

Greek Ev &pxfi Av 6 Adyoc, kol 6 Adyoc Qv mpdc TOV Bedv, kal BdC Av 6 Adyoc. ESV In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. NIV In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. NLT In the beginning the Word already
existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was God. and John 1:14plugin-autotooltip__default
plugin-autotooltip_bigjohn 1:14

Greek kal 6 Adyoc odpg €yEveTo KOl E0KAVWOEY €V AULY, Kal éBeaodueda THY 66&av adToD, HGEav WG
HovoyevoD¢ napd matpdc, mAAPNS XdpLttog Kal dAnbeiag. ESV And the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and
truth. NIV The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory
of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth....).

Jesus lived a sinless life, proclaimed the good news of the Kingdom of God, and willingly laid down His
life on the cross as a substitutionary sacrifice for sinners (1 Peter 3:18plugin-autotooltip__default
plugin-autotooltip_bigl Peter 3:18

Greek &t kal Xplotog dnag mepl auapTi®v anébavey, dikatog bnep adikwy, (va budg mpooaydyn T
Be®, Bavatwdelc uev oapkl {wonotnbeic de mveduatl ESV For Christ also suffered once for sins, the
righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made
alive in the spirit, NIV For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring
you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit,...). On the third day, Jesus
rose bodily from the dead (Luke 24:6plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigLuke 24:6

Greek o0k 0T WOE, GANX AYEPON. HVAOONTE WC EAGANCEY DUV ETL Qv &v T TaAthalq, ESV He is not
here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, NIV He is not here; he
has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: NLT He isn't here! He is
risen from the dead! Remember what he told you back in Galilee,) demonstrating His victory over sin
and death and confirming His divine identity.

Jesus calls all people to repent of their sin, trust in Him for salvation, and follow Him as Lord (Mark
1:15plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigMark 1:15

Greek 0t memAfpwTtat 6 Katpog Kal Ayylkev f BaotAeia tod 00D HeETAVOEITE KAl MIOTEVETE €V TR
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evayyeAlw. ESV and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and
believe in the gospel.” NIV “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and
believe the good news! and Romans 10:9plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigRomans
10:9

Greek 0Tt €0v OpoAoyrong v T oToOpaT( oou KOPLov Incodv, Kal motedaong €v T kapdlg gov OTL 6
Be0C abTOV fyeLpev €k vekpXV, owbron- ESV because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. NIV That if you
confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,). Through faith in Jesus, believers are justified, that is,
declared righteous before God, and not by works, but by grace alone (Ephesians 2:8plugin-
autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigEphesians 2:8

Greek T yap x&piti é0te geowopévol dld moTew: Kol To0TO 00K €€ DUGVY, BeoD TO 6XpPov: ESV For
by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, NIV
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God-9plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigEphesians 2:9

Greek o0k €€ €pywv, va uf TI¢ Kawyrontat. ESV not a result of works, so that no one may boast. NIV
not by works, so that no one can boast. NLT Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have
done, so none of us can boast about it. K]V Not of works, lest any man should boast.).

To be a Christian, then, is not merely to adhere to a moral code or belong to a religious institution, but
to be born again by the Holy Spirit (John 3:3plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigjohn 3:3

Greek &mekpiBn INoolc Kal elmev adT®: AuAY AUAY Aéyw oo, v ur TS Yewwndf &vwdev, ob dovaTtat
16€lv TNV BaotAeiav tob Be0d. ESV Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born
again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” NIV In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can
see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.), adopted into God's family, and transformed by the
ongoing work of grace. To be Christian is to know and walk with Jesus Christ as Savior, Lord, and
Friend.

The Bible

See also: Bible

The Bible is the divinely inspired and authoritative word of God, comprised of 66 books, 39 in the Old
Testament and 27 in the New Testament. Written by human authors under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit (2 Timothy 3:16plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_big2 Timothy 3:16

Greek naoa ypa@r 6£6mMvevoTOC Kol WPEALLOC TIPOC SLdaoKaAlav, MPOG EAEYUOY, TPOC EMavopBwaly,
npo¢ nawdelav v €v dikatoovvn, ESV All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching,
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, NIV All Scripture is God-breathed and is
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,... and 2 Peter 1:21plugin-
autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_big2 Peter 1:21

Greek o0 yap BeAfuaTtt avBpwrov NvEXON mote npogntela, AAAQ OO MVEDUATOC Qy({ov PEPOUEVOL
¢AdAnoav ano Bsob dvBpwmot. ESV For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men
spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. NIV For prophecy never had its origin in
the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.), it is without
error in its original manuscripts and is the authority in all matters of faith and life.
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The Bible tells the grand story of redemption: creation, fall, promise, fulfillment, and new creation.
The Old Testament points forward to the coming of the Messiah through God’s covenant relationship
with Israel. The New Testament reveals Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of those promises and details
the birth and growth of the early Church.

The Bible includes various genres including historical narrative, poetry, wisdom literature, prophecy,
gospel, and epistle. It calls readers not only to knowledge but also to faith, obedience and worship.
The Bible is the standard by which all doctrine and experience must be tested.

The Church

See also: Church and Church History

The Church is not primarily a building, but the community of all who have been redeemed through
faith in Jesus Christ. It is described in Scripture as the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:27plugin-
autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigl Corinthians 12:27

Greek Ouelc 6¢€ €0te o@ua XpLotod Kol HEAN €k pépoug. ESV Now you are the body of Christ and
individually members of it. NIV Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. NLT
All of you together are Christ's body, and each of you is a part of it.), the bride of Christ (Ephesians
5:25-27), and the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Peter 2:5plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-
autotooltip_bigl Peter 2:5

Greek kal a0Tol WG AiBot THVTEC 0iKOBOUETOOE OIKOC MIVELHATIKOC £iC lepdTELHA EYLOV, AVEVEYKAL
MVELUATIKAC Bualag e0mpoadékToug Be@® 6la Tnood Xplotod. ESV you yourselves like living stones are
being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ. NIV you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a
holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus C...).

While Christians are united spiritually in one body, the visible church is expressed in a multitude of
local congregations and denominations. These reflect historical, cultural, and theological differences.
Among the largest traditions are Roman Catholicism, Eastern Orthodoxy, and
Protestantism—including Reformed, Anglican, Baptist, Pentecostal, and non-denominational churches.

The church is called to gather for worship, preaching of the word, the celebration of the sacraments
(or ordinances) of baptism and the Lord’s Supper, and to be a light to the nations (Matthew 28:18-20).

The Christian Life

The Christian life is one of ongoing discipleship, growing in holiness, love, and obedience through the
work of the Holy Spirit. Believers are called to love God with all their heart, soul, mind, and strength,
and to love their neighbours as themselves (Matthew 22:37-39).

Christians are also called to engage in mission, proclaiming the gospel to every nation (Acts
1:8plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigActs 1:8

Greek @AAO AuyeaBe S0OvauLy émeABOVTOC ToD dylov MveduaToC €' DUAC, KOl E0€00€ OV HAPTUPEC
€v 1€ lepovoaAnu kat év ndon tf Tovdaia kal Zapapia kal £wg éoxdtov TAC YAC. ESV But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem
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and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” NIV But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to...).

This calling is not only the task of clergy or missionaries but the calling of every follower of Jesus. As
salt and light (Matthew 5:13-16), Christians are to reflect God’s character in every sphere of life,
including work, family, politics, and the arts.

The World

As of the early 21st century, Christianity remains the largest religion globally, with over 2.3 billion
adherents, comprising approximately 32% of the world’s population. Christians are found on every
continent, with rapid growth occurring in Africa, Latin America, and parts of Asia. By contrast, many
traditionally Christian nations in Europe and North America are experiencing secularization. "

32
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Despite the global presence of Christianity, believers in many countries face significant opposition,
ranging from social exclusion to legal restrictions and persecution. Yet the gospel continues to spread,
and Jesus’ promise remains: “l will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it”
(Matthew 16:18plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigMatthew 16:18

Greek K&y 6¢ oot Aéyw 8TL ob €l METpoc, kal éml TadTn T METPQ 0ikOSOUAoW KoL TAV EKKANaiav,
Kal OAaL dov ovL katioxboovoy avThc. ESV And | tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock | will build
my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. NIV And | tell you that you are Peter, and
on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it....).

Quotes

Christianity will go. It will vanish and shrink. | needn't argue with that; I'm right and | will be
proved right. We're more popular than Jesus now; | don't know which will go first — rock and roll
or Christianity - John Lennon, 1966

| believe in Christianity as | believe that the sun has risen: not only because | see it, but because
by it | see everything else - C.S. Lewis in Mere Christianity
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