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Ecclesiastes 6:12

Hebrew

ם מַה יִּהְיֶ֥ה אָדָ֔ יד לָֽ י יַגִּ֣ ל אֲשֶׁר֙ מִֽ ם כַּצֵּ֑ ר יְמֵי חַיֵּ֥י הֶבְל֖וֹ וְיַעֲשֵׂ֣ ים מִסְפַּ֛ חַיִּ֗ ם בַּֽ אָדָ֜ י יוֹדֵעַ֩ מַה טּ֨וֹב לָֽ י מִֽ הָיָהplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigכִּ֣

hebrew

The word הָיָה means “to exist” or “to be” or “to become” or “to come into being” and occurs 3561 times in the Old Testament.

This is the foundational verb of existence, identity, becoming and occurrence.

* It is used in the creation narrative of Genesis 1, represented by the English words Genesis 1:3Exodus 3:12Ruth 1:1Isaiah 2:2 ׁמֶש חַת הַשָּֽׁ יו תַּ֥ אַחֲרָ֖

ESV For who knows what is good for man while he lives the few days of his vain life, which he passes like a shadow? For who can tell man what will
be after him under the sun?

NIV For who knows what is good for a man in life, during the few and meaningless days he passes through like a shadow? Who can tell him what will
happen under the sun after he is gone?

NLT In the few days of our meaningless lives, who knows how our days can best be spent? Our lives are like a shadow. Who can tell what will
happen on this earth after we are gone?
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LXX

ὅτι τίς οἶδεν τί ἀγαθὸν τῷplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigὁ

greek

The definite article ἀνθρώπῳ ἐνplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigἐν

greek

Preposition meaning “in”. τῇplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigὁ

greek

The definite article ζωῇ ἀριθμὸν ἡμερῶν ζωῆς ματαιότητος αὐτοῦplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigαὐτός

greek

Meaning

* He, she, it * Himself, herself, itself * Same

Personal pronoun (reflexive). Occurs more than 5,000 times in the New Testament.

Core uses Function English Equivalent Typical Translation Example (Greek) Example (English) καὶplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-
autotooltip_bigκαί

greek

Meaning

* And * Also * Both * Even * Too * So

Is a conjunction that connects single words or terms or sentences. IT is most frequently translated as “and” ἐποίησενplugin-autotooltip__default
plugin-autotooltip_bigποιέω

Meaning:

* To do * To make

This verb - to do or make - is used in connection with a large range of activities including creation, covenant formation, obedience, miracles, sin
and worship.

Verb forms

Present tense Person Greek Form αὐτὰςplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigαὐτός

greek

Meaning

* He, she, it * Himself, herself, itself * Same

Personal pronoun (reflexive). Occurs more than 5,000 times in the New Testament.

Core uses Function English Equivalent Typical Translation Example (Greek) Example (English) ἐνplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-
autotooltip_bigἐν

greek

Preposition meaning “in”. σκιᾷ ὅτι τίς ἀπαγγελεῖ τῷplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigὁ

greek

The definite article ἀνθρώπῳ τί ἔσταιplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigεἰμί

greek

εἰμί is the first person singular verb for “to be” (εἶναι [the infinitive form] = “to be”).

It an irregular verb, and, like English, changes significantly between person and tense. For example εἰμί is the word for am and ἦν is the word
for was, e.g. ὀπίσω αὐτοῦplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigαὐτός

greek

Meaning

* He, she, it * Himself, herself, itself * Same

Personal pronoun (reflexive). Occurs more than 5,000 times in the New Testament.

Core uses Function English Equivalent Typical Translation Example (Greek) Example (English) ὑπὸ τὸνplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-
autotooltip_bigὁ

greek

The definite article ἥλιον
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KJV For who knoweth what is good for man in this life, all the days of his vain life which he spendeth as a shadow? for who can tell a man what shall
be after him under the sun?

Ecclesiastes 6:11 ← Ecclesiastes 6:12 → Ecclesiastes 7:1

Return to: Home Page → Christianity → Bible → Old Testament → Ecclesiastes → Ecclesiastes 6

From:
https://groveserver.com/bible/ - BibleWiki

Permanent link:
https://groveserver.com/bible/doku.php?id=ecclesiastes_6:12

Last update: 2025/10/23 00:28

https://groveserver.com/bible/doku.php?id=ecclesiastes_6:11
https://groveserver.com/bible/doku.php?id=ecclesiastes_7:1
https://groveserver.com/bible/doku.php?id=start
https://groveserver.com/bible/doku.php?id=christianity
https://groveserver.com/bible/doku.php?id=bible
https://groveserver.com/bible/doku.php?id=old_testament
https://groveserver.com/bible/doku.php?id=ecclesiastes
https://groveserver.com/bible/doku.php?id=ecclesiastes_6
https://groveserver.com/bible/
https://groveserver.com/bible/doku.php?id=ecclesiastes_6:12

	Ecclesiastes 6:12

