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א תִהְיֶ֥ה הָיָהplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigלֹֽ

hebrew

The word הָיָה means “to exist” or “to be” or “to become” or “to come into being” and occurs
3561 times in the Old Testament.

This is the foundational verb of existence, identity, becoming and occurrence.

* It is used in the creation narrative of Genesis 1, represented by the English words Genesis
1:3Exodus 3:12Ruth 1:1Isaiah 2:2 ת ים לְהַטֹּֽ י רַבִּ֖ ת אַחֲרֵ֥ ב לִנְטֹ֛ ת וְלאֹ תַעֲנֶ֣ה עַל רִ֗ ים לְרָעֹ֑ י רַבִּ֖ אַחֲרֵֽ

ESV You shall not fall in with the many to do evil, nor shall you bear witness in a lawsuit, siding
with the many, so as to pervert justice,

NIV “Do not follow the crowd in doing wrong. When you give testimony in a lawsuit, do not
pervert justice by siding with the crowd,

NLT “You must not follow the crowd in doing wrong. When you are called to testify in a dispute,
do not be swayed by the crowd to twist justice.

LXX
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greek

εἰμί is the first person singular verb for “to be” (εἶναι [the infinitive form] = “to be”).

It an irregular verb, and, like English, changes significantly between person and tense. For
example εἰμί is the word for am and ἦν is the word for was, e.g. μετὰ πλειόνων ἐπὶ κακίᾳ οὐ
προστεθήσῃ μετὰ πλήθους ἐκκλῖναι μετὰ πλειόνων ὥστε ἐκκλῖναι κρίσιν

KJV Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil; neither shalt thou speak in a cause to decline
after many to wrest judgment:
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