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The Hebrew אֵת word does not have a corresponding word in English. In Hebrew, it is a
marker of the accusative, i.e. the word following it is the object of the sentence. It only ever
occurs in conjunction with nouns associated with the definite article ַה.Genesis 1:1 חֹשֶׁן הַ֠
הְי֖וֹת לֶת לִֽ יל תְּכֵ֔ ת הָאֵפֹד֙ בִּפְתִ֣ יו אֶל טַבְּעֹ֤ טַּבְּעֹתָ֞ -plugin-autotooltip__default pluginמטבעתו מִֽ
autotooltip_bigהָיָה

hebrew

The word הָיָה means “to exist” or “to be” or “to become” or “to come into being” and occurs
3561 times in the Old Testament.

This is the foundational verb of existence, identity, becoming and occurrence.

* It is used in the creation narrative of Genesis 1, represented by the English words Genesis
1:3Exodus 3:12Ruth 1:1Isaiah 2:2 ל הָאֵפֽוֹד שֶׁן מֵעַ֖ ח הַחֹ֔ א יִזַּ֣ שֶׁב הָאֵפ֑וֹד וְלֹֽ עַל חֵ֣

ESV
And they shall bind the breastpiece by its rings to the rings of the ephod with a lace of blue,
so that it may lie on the skillfully woven band of the ephod, so that the breastpiece shall not
come loose from the ephod.

NIV The rings of the breastpiece are to be tied to the rings of the ephod with blue cord,
connecting it to the waistband, so that the breastpiece will not swing out from the ephod.

NLT Then attach the bottom rings of the chestpiece to the rings on the ephod with blue cords.
This will hold the chestpiece securely to the ephod above the decorative sash.

LXX

KJV
And they shall bind the breastplate by the rings thereof unto the rings of the ephod with a
lace of blue, that it may be above the curious girdle of the ephod, and that the breastplate
be not loosed from the ephod.
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