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Genesis 4:12

Hebrew

עֲבֹד֙ אֶת י תַֽ אֵתplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigכִּ֤

hebrew

The Hebrew אֵת word does not have a corresponding word in English. In Hebrew, it is a marker of the accusative,
i.e. the word following it is the object of the sentence.

For example, in Genesis 1:1 the word is preceded by הְיֶ֥ה הּ לָ֑ נָ֥ע וָנָ֖ד תִּֽ ף תֵּת כֹּחָ֖ א תֹסֵ֥ ה לֹֽ אֲדָמָ֔ ים ( הָ֣ א אֱהִ֑ -pluginבָּרָ֣
autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigהָיָה

hebrew

The word הָיָה means “to exist” or “to be” or “to become” or “to come into being” and occurs 3561 times in the
Old Testament.

This is the foundational verb of existence, identity, becoming and occurrence.

* It is used in the creation narrative of Genesis 1, represented by the English words Genesis 1:3Exodus 3:12Ruth
1:1Isaiah 2:2 רֶץ אֶרֶץplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigבָאָֽ

hebrew

Meaning:

* Earth (e.g. Genesis 1:1) or world * Land * Countries or country

The word אֶרֶץ can designate the whole of planet earth, or the inhabitable world or the national territory or
ground.

When coupled with heavens (שָׁמַיִם), the phrase indicates the entire created order.Genesis 12:1

ESV When you work the ground, it shall no longer yield to you its strength. You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on
the earth.“

NIV When you work the ground, it will no longer yield its crops for you. You will be a restless wanderer on the earth.“

NLT No longer will the ground yield good crops for you, no matter how hard you work! From now on you will be a
homeless wanderer on the earth.“
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LXX

ὅτι ἐργᾷ τὴνplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigὁ

greek

The definite article γῆνplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigγῆ

Meaning:

* Soil or ground (e.g. Matthew 13:5) * Land (e.g. Luke 4:5) * Country * Earth (e.g. Matthew 5:5)

Feminine noun. Connected to the English words “ground”, “geometry” and “geology”.

It occurs throughout the LXX and the New Testament (approximately 250 times in the New Testament) and its
meaning varies subtly on context, for example, in the LXX:Genesis 1:1Genesis 2:7Genesis 12:1 καὶplugin-
autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigκαί

greek

Meaning

* And * Also * Both * Even * Too * So

Is a conjunction that connects single words or terms or sentences. IT is most frequently translated as “and” οὐ
προσθήσει τὴνplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigὁ

greek

The definite article ἰσχὺν αὐτῆςplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigαὐτός

greek

Meaning

* He, she, it * Himself, herself, itself * Same

Personal pronoun (reflexive). Occurs more than 5,000 times in the New Testament.

Core uses Function English Equivalent Typical Translation Example (Greek) Example (English) δοῦναί σοι στένων
καὶplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigκαί

greek

Meaning

* And * Also * Both * Even * Too * So

Is a conjunction that connects single words or terms or sentences. IT is most frequently translated as “and”
τρέμων ἔσῃplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigεἰμί

greek

εἰμί is the first person singular verb for “to be” (εἶναι [the infinitive form] = “to be”).

It an irregular verb, and, like English, changes significantly between person and tense. For example εἰμί is the
word for am and ἦν is the word for was, e.g. ἐπὶ τῆςplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigὁ

greek

The definite article γῆςplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigγῆ

Meaning:

* Soil or ground (e.g. Matthew 13:5) * Land (e.g. Luke 4:5) * Country * Earth (e.g. Matthew 5:5)

Feminine noun. Connected to the English words “ground”, “geometry” and “geology”.

It occurs throughout the LXX and the New Testament (approximately 250 times in the New Testament) and its
meaning varies subtly on context, for example, in the LXX:Genesis 1:1Genesis 2:7Genesis 12:1
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KJV When thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a fugitive and a vagabond shalt
thou be in the earth.
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