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elul is the first person singular verb for “to be” (efvat [the infinitive form] = “to be”).

It an irregular verb, and, like English, changes significantly between person and tense. For example
elul is the word for am and Av is the word for was, e.g.

e &YW ElPL 6 MOWAY O KAAAC... “I am the good shepherd.” (John 10:11)
o & AGyoc Av mpoC TOv Bbv... “The Word was with God.” (John 1:1)

The most common forms of “to be” in the New Testament are:

e ¢otiv - 3rd person singular present indicative, e.g. “it is” or “he is”, occurring around 900 times
in the New Testament

* Av - 3rd person singular imperfective indicative - “it was” or “he was”

» eiolv or €lol - 3rd person plural present indicative - “they are”

e giul - 1st person singular present indicative - “I am” - occurring around 140 times in the New
Testament

* glval (infinitive) - present infinitive - “to be”

e ¢0u€v - 1st person plural present indicative - “we are”

e ¢0TE - 2nd person plural present indicative - “you are”

e Auev - 3rd person plural imperfect indicative - “we were”

 Aoav - 3rd person plural imperfect indicative - “they were”

Present Indicative Active

Person Greek Pronoun Greek Form|English Translation
1st singular [£yw el lam

2nd singular|a0 el You are (singular)
3rd singular [a0Ttdc / 00T / adTé |€0TV He /she/itis

1st plural  |Aueic ETUEY We are

2nd plural  |buelg €0TE You are (plural)
3rd plural  |abTol/ abtal / abtd|eioi(v) They are

Imperfect Indicative Active

Person Greek Pronoun Greek Form|English Translation
1st singular |&yw ANV | was

2nd singular|o0 AC You were (singular)
3rd singular |a0T4c / adTh / 20T |AY He / she / it was
1st plural  |fuelc AUEV We were

2nd plural  |Opeic Ate You were (plural)
3rd plural  |a0Tol / abtal / adTd|Aoav They were
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Future Indicative Active

Person Greek Pronoun Greek Form |English Translation
1st singular [éyw ggopat | will be
2nd singular|a0 €on (or £oet)|You will be (singular)
3rd singular |a0Td¢ / a0t / adTé |EoTaL He / she / it will be
1st plural  |Aueic ¢ooueda We will be
2nd plural  |Opeic €0e0be You will be (plural)
3rd plural  |abTol/ abtal / abtd|€oovTal They will be
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