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a\ale

hebrew
Meaning

¢ Clean
e Pure

Adjective.

The word 1inv (from the root 1nv) can be used to describe physical, ceremonial or moral purity,
depending on the context. It is contrasted with the word x»v which means unclean or impure.

Ceremonial and Ritual Purity

In Leviticus and Numbers, 2inv primarily refers to ritual cleanness - the state required to approach
God or participate in worship. Examples include:

e Leviticus 10:10plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigLeviticus 10:10

Hebrew 2invn 21 xpvn Y231 Snin p23 ¥R 2 97209 ESV You are to distinguish between the
holy and the common, and between the unclean and the clean, NIV You must distinguish
between the holy and the common, between the unclean and the clean, NLT
avapéoovt@vay(wvkalt@vREBAAWVKALAVAUETOVTOVAKAOAPTWYKATWVKAOAPWV... - Priests are
to distinguish between the holy and the profane, the clean and the unclean

e Leviticus 11 - Animals fit for consumption are called “clean”; others are “unclean”

e Leviticus 13-15 - A person healed from leprosy or bodily discharge is declared clean after ritual
purification

e Numbers 19:19plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigNumbers 19:19

Hebrew anvy o2 Yp7) a3 0221 w20 02 IXVN Y IYD DI P¥WHYD DI2 XHVD Yy TND NI
27va ESV And the clean person shall sprinkle it on the unclean on the third day and on the

seventh day. Thus on the seventh day he shall cleanse him, and he shall wash his clothes and
bathe himself in water, and at evening he shall be clean.
KALOKAOaPOGEMITOVAKABapTOVEVTANMEPATATPITNKALEVTAAUEPQATAERDD... - The ashes of the red
heifer are used to cleanse a person who has become unclean through contact with a corpse

In ritual law, “clean” denotes a state of acceptability before God, achieved through obedience and
purification rites.

Moral and Ethical Purity

Beyond ritual contexts, “clean” also refers to moral integrity and inner purity — especially in the
Psalms and Proverbs. For example:
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e Psalm 12:6plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigPsalm 12:6

Hebrew 19 o y¥id mvix mn 1N DIpR NRY D)PaN npIxn Dy T¥n ESV The words of the

LORD are pure words, like silver refined in a furnace on the ground, purified seven times. NIV
And the words of the LORD are flawless, like silver refined in a furnace of clay, purified seven
times. TaAGYLaKLP{OLAGYLAAYVAAPYVPLOVIIEMUPWHUEVOVOOKIMLOVTIYAKEKABAPLOUEVOV... (Verse

.....

onyav piptd in Hebrew) - “The words of the LORD are pure words, like silver refined seven

times.”
e Psalm 24:4plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigPsalm 24:4

a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear deceitfully. NIV He
who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to an idol or swear by what
is false.
XEPOLKALKOOapOC TAKaPO(OCoOKEANBEVEMHATA{WTAVYLYXAVADTODKALODKEMIOOAWTOMANG{OVADT
00... - The one who may ascend God's hill is “he who has clean hands and a pure heart.”

* Proverbs 15:26plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigProverbs 15:6

Hebrew n72y) yy1 nx1ana3 29 yon 1y na ESV In the house of the righteous there is much
treasure, but trouble befalls the income of the wicked. NIV The house of the righteous contains
great treasure, but the income of the wicked brings them trouble.
évmAgovalobondikatoobvnioyucnoAAroldedoeBeicékyficoilkolcdikaiwvioxbgnoAAikapmoldedoe
Wv... - “The thoughts of the wicked are an abomination to the LORD, but gracious words are
clean.”

Here, “clean” reflects a moral and spiritual quality — sincerity, truthfulness, and holiness that aligns
with God's nature.

Physical Purity or Cleanness

Sometimes “clean” has a straightforward physical sense, describing clear or unpolluted substances:

e Exodus 27:20plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigExodus 27:20

Hebrew mnmn 23 mbyn? 2ixnd mons 73 101 10y POX NP2 DRI 3 nx men NNy ESV “You shall
command the people of Israel that they bring to you pure beaten olive oil for the light, that a
lamp may regularly be set up to burn. NIV “Command the Israelites to bring you clear oil of
pressed olives for the light so that the lamps may be kept burning.
KaloboOvTagovtoicuiolclopanAKaAABETWAAVIOLEANLOVEEEAX{WVKABAPOVKEKOUHUEVOVE. .. - “Pure
olive oil” for the lamp

e Leviticus 24:4plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_biglLeviticus 24:4

Hebrew mnmn miy 295 niman nx 77v n9nwn nnn Yy ESV He shall arrange the lamps on the
lampstand of pure gold before the LORD regularly. NIV The lamps on the pure gold lampstand
before the LORD must be tended continually. NLT Aaron and the priests must tend the lamps on
the pure gold lampstand continually in the LORD's presence.
eMTACALYVIOCTACKABAPACKADTETETOVGADYVOLGEVAVTIKLUPlOLEWCTOMPWL... - “Pure gold” used in
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the tabernacle
e Ezekiel 22:24plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigEzekiel 22:24

Hebrew oyt o»a Apvy XY xon NInbn NY YR Ax A% MmN ox 12 ESV “Son of man, say to her, You
are a land that is not cleansed or rained upon in the day of indignation. NIV “Son of man, say to
the land, 'You are a land that has had no rain or showers in the day of wrath.'
LIEAVBPWTOLADTHOVELYAROVPPEXOUEVNODBEDETOCEMOEEVAUEPQOPYAC... - “Rain that is clean (or
unmixed)”

In these cases, the emphasis is absence of contamination - the literal sense underlying its ritual and
moral uses.

Spiritual or Symbolic Purity

Prophets and poets often use “clean” symbolically for spiritual renewal:

e Psalm 51:10plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigPsalm 51:10

Hebrew n>a>7 ningy navin nnnv) Yivw »ynvn ESV Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew
a right spirit within me. NIV Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit
within me. NLT Create in me a clean heart, O God. Renew a loyal spirit within me.
KapdloavkaBapavKTIOoVEVELO(OBEOCKALMTVEDAEYKA{VIGOVEVTOIGHOUL.. . (verse 12plugin-
autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_big>aqpa wi1n 1133 M7 onYN *Y 812 7inY 1 in Hebrew) -
“Create in me a clean heart, O God,” linking purity with inner transformation

e Ezekiel 36:25plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigEzekiel 36:25

Hebrew oonx 9nox 029393 Y211 0NINNY Y210 DRINVI D1INYL O DYYY NP ESV | will sprinkle
clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols |
will cleanse you. NIV | will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; | will cleanse you
from all your impurities and from all your idols.
KaLEQUUACUOWpKaBapdvKaikabapLoBoeafedmOnac®VTOVAKAOAPTLOVOURVKOLATONAVTWYTHVEL
dWAWVLL... - God promises, “l will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean,” a
metaphor for forgiveness and spiritual renewal

This later prophetic use anticipates New Covenant imagery, where external purification points to inner
cleansing by God's Spirit.

New Testament Connection

The Greek kabapdg, used in the Septuagint to translate 1iny, carries these same meanings. Take for
example, Jesus' teaching in Matthew 5:8plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigMatthew 5:8

Greek pakdplot ot kaBapol Th kapdig, dTL adTol Tov Bov dywovtal. ESV “Blessed are the pure in
heart, for they shall see God. NIV Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. NLT God blesses
those whose hearts are pure, for they will see God. KJV Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall
see God., “Blessed are the pure in heart,” which directly echoes Psalm 24:4plugin-autotooltip__default
plugin-autotooltip_bigPsalm 24:4
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Hebrew nnanb yavi N9) »wioy XWh Ny XY I¢x 129 121 083 >py ESV He who has clean hands and a
pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear deceitfully. NIV He who
has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to an idol or swear by what is false.
XEPOLVKALKOOapOCTAKAPOIQOCOOKEANBEVEMHATAIWTAVYLXAVADTODKALOVDKEMIOOAWTOMANG{OVADTOD. .
and Psalm 51:10plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigPsalm 51:10

Hebrew n>a>7 mingy navin nnnv) Yivw »ynvyn ESV Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a
right spirit within me. NIV Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
NLT Create in me a clean heart, O God. Renew a loyal spirit within me.
KapolavkaBapavkTioovévéo(68edcKalMVEDUAEYKA{VIOOVEVTOICHOU. . ..

Thus, 2inv develops from ritual cleanness to moral integrity, and ultimately to inner holiness through
God's transformatative action, a concept central to both Old and New Testament theology.

Lexical Table

Form Part of Meaning / Typical Contexts Hebrew
Speech Sense
Leviticus 11:47plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigLeviticus 11:47
Hebrew Saxn N9 ayx ndnn P21 nhanan 2nn P21 10vn P23 8pwn pa »7any ESV to make a distinction between the unclean and the clean and
between the living creature that may be eaten and the living creature that may not be eaten. NIV You must distinguish between the unclean and
Describes a |Ceremonial, the clean, between living creatures that may be eaten and those that may not be eaten.'
Adiective state of moral, or AVOPETOVTRVAKABAPTWYKALAVAPECOVTRVKABap@VKALAVAUETOVTRVIW...; Psalms 12:6plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigPsalm ~inb
) cleanness or |physical 12:6 v
purity cleanness
Hebrew iv o> y¥3a myn mm x> mIpx Ny o)ivan npxn oy Twn ESV The words of the LORD are pure words, like silver refined in a furnace
on the ground, purified seven times. NIV And the words of the LORD are flawless, like silver refined in a furnace of clay, purified seven times.
TaAGyLaKLP{OVAGYLadYVAAPYDpLOVTIEMLPWHEVOVEOK OV T ikEKaBaptopévov...; Psalm 51:10 (verse 12plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-
autotooltip_big>a1pa vin yid3 m onvN *% X712 7Y a5 in Hebrew)
Leviticus 13:37plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigLeviticus 13:37
Hebrew ynsn 11001 X7 2100 pnan Ng7 12 Nny DY W) pnin Thy Pyya oxy ESV But if in his eyes the itch is unchanged and black hair has grown
. in it, the itch is healed and he is clean, and the priest shall pronounce him clean. NIV If, however, in his judgment it is unchanged and black hair
Describes a P P : ’ ; A cag s Py i) A
To be clean, state of bein has grown in it, the itch is healed. He is clean, and the priest shall pronounce him clean. £&xvb&évwniovpeivnToénixwpagkaidpt§éAatvaé. . .;
Verb (Qal) |become ritually or 9 |Numbers 8:7plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigNumbers 8:7 Y
clean .
physically clean Hebrew »pvm o732 1922) DIY2 92 Yy Hyn 1aym NRPN *n 02y N1 0I0YY by nyyn N3 ESV Thus you shall do to them to cleanse them:
sprinkle the water of purification upon them, and let them go with a razor over all their body, and wash their clothes and cleanse themselves.
NIV
KOLMOU{oeLgadTOlG TOVAYVIOUOVAO THVAOTOLGHE W PAYVIOUODKOLEMEAEHOE TALEMMAVTOOOUAAD TOVKOLTALYODOW TALHd TIHaD TOVKAikaOapolEoovTaL. ..
Leviticus 14:7plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigLeviticus 14:7
Hebrew n7n 9 Yy nann 7280 N NRY1 19001 Dnva yay nyaxn 1 nvnn Sy nim ESV And he shall sprinkle it seven times on him who is to be
Active causation |cleansed of the leprous disease. Then he shall pronounce him clean and shall let the living bird go into the open field. NIV Seven times he shall
of sprinkle the one to be cleansed of the infectious disease and pronounce him clean. Then he is to release the live bird in the open fi...; Psalm 51:2
Verb (Piel) To cleanse, |cleanness—used|(verse 4plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_big» 00 »nxwnm »ivn »pas 290 natn in Hebrew); Ezekiel 36:25plugin- o
purify for priests, autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigEzekiel 36:25 o
rituals, or God
cleansing Hebrew oanx 7nox 02993 Y2 DPNINGY Y21 DRIV DNV DM DYy *npn ESV | will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from
all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols | will cleanse you. NIV | will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; | will cleanse you
from all your impurities and from all your idols.
KoLEUAGUOWpPKaBapdvkaikabapLobrioe oBednOnac®YTVAKABAPILHVOUGOVKAIATONAVTWYTOVELSWAWVIL. ..
Leviticus 13:6plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigLeviticus 13:6
Hebrew 70 »Taa 025 20h NNADN J050 11001 7iva ¥3an NP N9 va3n N2 Mam 7y Swavn oia ink jAsn hym ESV And the priest shall examine
Used when him again on the seventh day, and if the diseased area has faded and the disease has not spread in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce
Verb To declare |priests him clean; it is only an eruption. And he shall wash his clothes and be clean. kal8yetatadTovolepeLGTANUEPQTHERSS. .; Leviticus 13:17plugin-
b ] . b - . Rioinl
(Hiphil) clean pronounce autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigLeviticus 13:17 o
someone clean v . ) . . . .
Hebrew xan 1inv vaan nx 100 9001 1299 vaan 7am) nam 100 nR ESV and the priest shall examine him, and if the disease has turned white,
then the priest shall pronounce the diseased person clean; he is clean. NIV The priest is to examine him, and if the sores have turned white, the
priest shall pronounce the infected person clean; then he will be clean.
KolOYe TaLolePELGKATIBODUE TEBAAEVAAPNELG TOAEUKGVKATKAOAPLETOLEPELG TAVAPH. ..
Numbers 19:9plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigNumbers 19:9
Hebrew x1n nxwpn N1y o0 nypwng YN1v? %3 n1y? nwat 1IN0 oipna NnB? Yann mam 11en 9N MY 1Y ¥ qon) ESV And a man who is clean
shall gather up the ashes of the heifer and deposit them outside the camp in a clean place. And they shall be kept for the water for impurity for
Noun Purit The state or the congregation of the people of Israel; it is a sin offering. kalovvdgeldvOPwWNOGKABAPOGTHVOMOSOVTHGOAUAAEWGKALATOBROEEEW..; 2
(feminine) clear?r;ess quality of being |Chronicles 30:19plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_big2 Chronicles 30:19 e
clean
Hebrew vTpn n7n0 891 vian spox M opdrn ¥y »an 132 93 ESV who sets his heart to seek God, the LORD, the God of his fathers, even
though not according to the sanctuary's rules of cleanness.” NIV who sets his heart on seeking God-the LORD, the God of his fathers-even if he is
not clean according to the rules of the sanctuary.
ndongkapslagkateuBLYODONGEKTNTATAKOPLOVTOVOEOVTOHVIIATE PWYATWVKALODKATATAVAYVEQVTOVAY(WV. ..
Refers to 1 Chronicles 23:28plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigl Chronicles 23:28
Noun Purifications, urification
(feminine, |rites of geremonies or Hebrew onoxn ma nTay ndym ¥Tp 932 N0 Sy1 nidvvn Sy1 hiagnn Yy Ny a DTays YInx »a 1Y ofnyn >3 ESV For their duty was to assist ~ [nivpo
plural) cleansing objects the sons of Aaron for the service of the house of the LORD, having the care of the courts and the chambers, the cleansing of all that is holy, and
any work for the service of the house of God. 6tiéoTnoevavTobgENXElPaAXPWYTODAELTOVPYEIVEVOTKWKUPIOLEMTAGAUUAAGKALEMLT. ..
Ezekiel 24:13plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigEzekiel 24:13
Noun Cleansin The process or
(masculine) uriﬁcati%'n means of Hebrew 72 >pon mx >nnn 7y TiY 100N NY TORHEN DINO XYY PRIAY W2 ey Toanea ESV On account of your unclean lewdness, because | would |wne
P purification have cleansed you and you were not cleansed from your uncleanness, you shall not be cleansed anymore till | have satisfied my fury upon you.
ABDOVEULA{VOLTUKALT{EAVUNKABXPLOBRCETIEWCODTOVBLHOVHOV. .
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Isaiah 4:4plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_biglsaiah 4:4
N Place or Instrument or
(f(e)umr}nine) means of |site of Hebrew aya na1 vavn mI)a Ma7pn N1 029 sRT M) 1Py Nha Ny nx >§TR YN ox ESV when the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the |njnvn
cleansing |purification daughters of Zion and cleansed the bloodstains of Jerusalem from its midst by a spirit of judgment and by a spirit of burning. NIV The Lord will
wash away the filth of the women of Zion; he will cleanse the bloodstains from Jerusalem by a spirit of judgment and a spirit of fire. ...
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