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Meaning
e Yahweh - God's personal name

It is not a generic term for “god”, but rather the word nin> (YHWH) is the name by which God uniquely
identifies himself in the Old Testament.

First appearing in Genesis 2:4plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigGenesis 2:4

.....

generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the day that the LORD God
made the earth and the heavens. NIV This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they
were created. When the LORD God made the earth and the heavens-
adtnAB{BAoCyevéoewCoDpavolkalyACETERNUEPQENOINOEVOBEDCTOVODPaAVOVKALTAVYHV..., it occurs over
6,000 times in the Old Testament.

Frequently translated into English as “LORD” (all capital letters).

Pronunciation

In ancient Israel, the name was considered too sacred to pronounce aloud. When reading Scripture,
Jews would often substitute »y7x (Adonai, “Lord”) instead.

The Masoretes (medieval Jewish scribes) added the vowel points of “Adonai” to “YHWH” leading to the
hybrid form “Jehovah.”

Most English Bibles today translate it as “LORD” (all in capitals) to distinguish it from “Adonai” (Lord).

Meaning and Etymology

The name is related to the Hebrew verb n>n (hayah, “to be”), suggesting meanings such as:
e “I'am who | am” (Exodus 3:14plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigExodus 3:14

Hebrew o209x »nby mnN HYNIY? 2329 IR 1D NS IN IYN AN NV YN DRoN N ESV
God said to Moses, “I AM WHO | AM.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel, 'l AM has
sent me to you."” NIV God said to Moses, “I am who | am. This is what you are to say to the
Israelites: 'l AM has sent me to you.'
KaLOBEOCTIPOCEYWELMLOWVKALTOICLIOTGITPANAOWVATIECTAAKEVUETPOCUUAG. . )

e “He is”

e “He causes to be”

This conveys that God is self-existent, eternal, and unchanging. He is the One who depends on
nothing else for existence and brings all things into being.
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Theological Significance

YHWH is not a general term for “god”, rather it is a personal, covenantal name. It reveals God's
faithfulness and presence with His people:

e Exodus 6:2-3 - God tells Moses that He is revealing Himself as YHWH, the God who keeps His
promises.
e Deuteronomy 6:4plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigDeuteronomy 6:4

Hebrew nx mn wndx mn? YN ny ESV “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.
NIV Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. NLT “Listen, O Israel! The LORD is our
God, the LORD alone. LXX kal Tadta T dikatwpata Kal Ta Kpipata doa éveteidato KOPLOG TOlg
vioiclopanA&vTAEPAUWEEEABOVTWYADTMVEKYACALYUTTOLEKOVEITPANAKOPLOCOBEDCHUMVKOPLOCELC
€0TW... - “Hear, O Israel: The LORD (YHWH) our God, the LORD is one.”

e Psalm 23:1plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigPsalm 23:1

Hebrew qonx ®&9 >y mn> 179 2int ESV A PSALM OF DAVID.The LORD is my shepherd; | shall
not want. NIV The LORD is my shepherd, | shall not be in want. NLT The LORD is my shepherd; |
have all that | need. LXX waAuoc¢ t® Aautd KOpLog motyaivel e Kol 00d€v pe boteprioet - “YHWH
is my shepherd.”

In this sense, YHWH embodies both God’s transcendence and His relational nearness.
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