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Meaning
e Yahweh - God's personal name

It is not a generic term for “god”, but rather the word nin> (YHWH) is the name by which God uniquely
identifies himself in the Old Testament.

First appearing in Genesis 2:4plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigGenesis 2:4

.....

generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the day that the LORD God
made the earth and the heavens. NIV This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they
were created. When the LORD God made the earth and the heavens-
adtnAB{BAoCyevéoewCoDpavolkalyACETERNUEPQENOINOEVOBEDCTOVODPaAVOVKALTAVYHV..., it occurs over
6,000 times in the Old Testament.

Frequently translated into English as “LORD” (all capital letters).

Pronunciation

In ancient Israel, the name was considered too sacred to pronounce aloud. When reading Scripture,
Jews would often substitute »y7x (Adonai, “Lord”) instead.

The Masoretes (medieval Jewish scribes) added the vowel points of “Adonai” to “YHWH” leading to the
hybrid form “Jehovah.”

Most English Bibles today translate it as “LORD” (all in capitals) to distinguish it from “Adonai” (Lord).

Meaning and Etymology

The name is related to the Hebrew verb n>n (hayah, “to be”), suggesting meanings such as:
e “I'am who | am” (Exodus 3:14plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigExodus 3:14

Hebrew o209x »nby mnN HYNIY? 2329 IR 1D NS IN IYN AN NV YN DRoN N ESV
God said to Moses, “I AM WHO | AM.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel, 'l AM has
sent me to you."” NIV God said to Moses, “I am who | am. This is what you are to say to the
Israelites: 'l AM has sent me to you.'
KaLOBEOCTIPOCEYWELMLOWVKALTOICLIOTGITPANAOWVATIECTAAKEVUETPOCUUAG. . )

e “He is”

e “He causes to be”

This conveys that God is self-existent, eternal, and unchanging. He is the One who depends on
nothing else for existence and brings all things into being.
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Theological Significance

YHWH is not a general term for “god”, rather it is a personal, covenantal name. It reveals God's
faithfulness and presence with His people:

e Exodus 6:2-3 - God tells Moses that He is revealing Himself as YHWH, the God who keeps His
promises.
e Deuteronomy 6:4plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigDeuteronomy 6:4

Hebrew nx mn wndx mn? YN ny ESV “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.
NIV Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. NLT “Listen, O Israel! The LORD is our
God, the LORD alone. LXX kal Tadta T dikatwpata Kal Ta Kpipata doa éveteidato KOPLOG TOlg
vioiclopanA&vTAEPAUWEEEABOVTWYADTMVEKYACALYUTTOLEKOVEITPANAKOPLOCOBEDCHUMVKOPLOCELC
€0TW... - “Hear, O Israel: The LORD (YHWH) our God, the LORD is one.”

e Psalm 23:1plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigPsalm 23:1

Hebrew qonx ®&9 >y mn> 179 2int ESV A PSALM OF DAVID.The LORD is my shepherd; | shall
not want. NIV The LORD is my shepherd, | shall not be in want. NLT The LORD is my shepherd; |
have all that | need. LXX waAuoc¢ t® Aautd KOpLog motyaivel e Kol 00d€v pe boteprioet - “YHWH
is my shepherd.”

In this sense, YHWH embodies both God’s transcendence and His relational nearness.

Connections with the New Testament

Although the Greek New Testament uses KOptog (“Lord”) rather than YHWH, many passages apply
Old Testament texts about YHWH to Jesus Christ (e.g., Philippians 2:10-11, Romans 10:13plugin-
autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigRomans 10:13

Greek nac yap 0¢ v €mkaAéontal To dvopa kupiov owbnaetat. ESV For “everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord will be saved.” NIV for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
NLT For “Everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved. quoting Joel 2:32plugin-
autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigjoel 2:32

Hebrew ESV And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls on the name of the LORD shall be
saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as the LORD has said, and
among the survivors shall be those whom the LORD calls.
KAEoTaUMACOCAVTOBVOUaKLP{OLOWBACETALOTIEVTROPELKALEVETTALKABSTIKOpLOCKALEDAYYEALLOEVOLOD
CKOPLOG).

This reflects the early Christian conviction that Jesus shares in the divine identity of YHWH.

Grammatical forms

Because mn> (YHWH) is a proper personal name, not a regular noun, it does not decline for number,
gender, or case like ordinary Hebrew words. Nevertheless, in Scripture, it appears in different
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grammatical roles and syntactic relationships (for example, as subject, object, or in construct with
another noun).
Basic Grammatical Function
Grammatical - Hebrew
Function Description|Example Reference Text
Exodus 20:7plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigExodus 20:7
tleu-{e\Ai‘Eti'sect Hebrew xvb iny mx X2 Ayx nx niny Hpy N »2 Niyo POdx M oY n Xyn N9 ESV “You shall not take the name of the LORD your
Subject performJing God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain. NIV “You shall not misuse the name of the LORD |™M™
the action |YOUr God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.
oUAUYnTOEVOpaKLpiovTolBE0DoOVEMMaTA{WODYApUNKaBap{onKOPLOGTOVAaUBAVOVTATOSVOpaaDTODEMpaTalW. .. - “YHWH will not
hold him guiltless...”
Psalm 18:1plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigPsalm 18:1
YHWH is
Obiect the object [Hebrew Yay 1om »R 92 920 inix nin? Y80 D2 NNTD NPYD 2127 NN NIPY 13T AYn 7T NIy Tayy nyany ESV TO THE -
) receiving |CHOIRMASTER. A PSALM OF DAVID, THE SERVANT OF THE LORD, WHO ADDRESSED THE WORDS OF THIS SONG TO THE LORD ON T
the action |THE DAY WHEN THE LORD RESCUED HIM FROM THE HAND OF ALL HIS ENEMIES, AND FROM THE HAND OF SAUL. HE SAID: | love
you, O LORD, my strength. €igToTéAo¢TONALSIKLPOLTHAEAGANTEVTHKLP{WTOVCA... - “I love You, O YHWH, my strength.”
gtsaiirir?ents Exodus 15:3plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigExodus 15:3
Zredoigiatfsr{ i(:irentifying Hebrew iny mm» npnbn v M ESV The LORD is a man of war; the LORD is his name. NIV The LORD is a warrior; the LORD is his  |mm
PP describing |n@me- NLT The LORD is a warrior; Yahweh is his name! LXX k0ptog ouvtp{Bwv moAéuouvg kOptog Gvopa abT® KJV The LORD is a man
God 9 |of war: the LORD is his name. - “YHWH is a warrior.”
Psalm 8:1plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigPsalm 8:1
Vocative gsgfe‘g;ﬁ” Hebrew my75 ~inwn :an 9y n¥ny ESV TO THE CHOIRMASTER: ACCORDING TO THE GITTITH. A PSALM OF DAVID. O LORD, our Lord,
(address) God 9 how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory above the heavens. NIV O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your |M™
directly name in all the earth! You have set your glory above the heavens.
€lgTOTEAOGUMEPTOVANVRVYAALOG THKOPLEOKDPLOCHUEMVWGOALUATTOVTOSVOUdTovEéVTIAon THYETLEMPONHTOLOTEPAVWTEOVOLPAVRV. ..
- “O YHWH, our Lord, how majestic is Your name...”
Construct or Possessive Relationships
While YHWH itself does not take a construct ending, it appears in construct phrases, especially
“YHWH of __."”
Construct Meanin Example Reference Hebrew
Phrase 9 P Text
Genesis 2:4plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigGenesis 2:4
“LORD God” —
YHWH combining Hebrew omv1 yix ooy M nivy o2 ox13n3a Ynm omyn niToin nzn ESV These are the generations of |
Elohim God's personal|the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the | 5,455
and general  |heavens. NIV This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created. When the LORD o
titles God made the earth and the heavens-
abtnAB{BAogyevéoewgobpavodkalyfgdtennuépeénolnaevoBeogTOVODPAVOVKALTAVYAVY. ..
1 Samuel 1:3plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigl Samuel 1:3
“LORD of
YHWH  |hosts” — the |Hebrew o0 oMo Hen oy 1 ¥ 0¥ nZva ninay Mo Nt NINAYNY M o Fvvn XN WD Toy |ma
Tsevaoth |God of angelic [mm9 ESV Now this man used to go up year by year from his city to worship and to sacrifice to the LORD of [nin2y
armies hosts at Shiloh, where the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were priests of the LORD. NIV
KALAVERaLVEVOEVOPWTOCEEAUEPWMVEIGHUEPACEKTOAEWGADTODEEMPOTKUVEIVKAIBVEWTHKUPIWOEDEICKATEKELT. ..
Judges 6:24plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigjudges 6:24
YHWH  |“The LORD is [Hebrew »qtyn »ax naoya »iy nin oin 7y 0ivY M 19 8p» Ny ham yiyTy ov Yan ESV Then Gideon built [mm
alom |peace an altar there to the and called it, The is Peace. To this day it still stands at Ophrah, whic
Shal " Itar there to the LORD and called it, The LORD is P To this day it still stands at Ophrah, which DY
belongs to the Abiezrites. NIV So Gideon built an altar to the LORD there and called it The LORD is Peace.
To this day it stands in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. Kalwk06dUNTEVEKETBLTLATTAPLOVTRIKUPIWKALEKAAETEV. ..
Genesis 22:14plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigGenesis 22:14
YHWH  |“The LORD will|Hebrew nx: mn> 902 oin e hyn nxe mne Xann ipnn oy on7ax xp2 ESV So Abraham called the  |mm
[ vide” name of that place, “The will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the it shall be [
Yireh provide f that pl The LORD will d t d to this d Onth t of the LORD it shall be | &Y
provided.” NIV So Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said,
KAEKAAETEVTOOVOATODTOMOVEKE(VOUKDPLOGELHEVIVAOANEPOVEVTRHEPELKOPLOGLQON. ..
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Jeremiah 23:6plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigjeremiah 23:6

Hebrew »pTy My iNIp2 YN 0¥ NN N0AY 19¢° YT N ywian 2a ESV In his days Judah will be saved,
and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by which he will be called: 'The LORD is our
righteousness.' NIV In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which
he will be called: The LORD Our Righteousness.
évtaichuépatcadtobiowbrioeTatlovdacKallopanAKATAOKNVWOELMEMOOWCKA. ..

YHWH “The LORD our
Tsidgenu |righteousness”

mm
NPT

Prepositional Phrases with mm

Here YHWH follows prepositions. The form itself remains unchanged, but the vowel under the initial
consonant may slightly adjust because of the preposition.

Meaning Hebrew Text
to / for YHWH mnoo

from YHWH mnn

in / by YHWH mna

with YHWH (object marker + name) mm NN
upon / against YHWH (context determines nuance)|mm >y
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