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Meaning

e To be firm
Establish
Prepare

e Set

Verb. Occurs about 200 times in the Old Testament.

Meanings by Stem

Qal Stem (basic form)

To be firm, stable, fixed, established.
Describes something that stands securely or endures.

For example, “Your throne is established (yi2) from of old” — Psalm 93:2plugin-autotooltip__default
plugin-autotooltip_bigPsalm 93:2

Hebrew nnx o2iyn wn 7803 1i2) ESV Your throne is established from of old; you are from everlasting.

NIV Your throne was established long ago; you are from all eternity. NLT Your throne, O LORD, has
stood from time immemorial. You yourself are from the everlasting past.
ETOL0CO0pOVOCOoOLANOTOTEATOTODAIVOCOVEL

Niphal Stem (passive/reflexive form)

To be established, be fixed, be prepared.
Often refers to plans or purposes that are set.

For example, “The LORD’s throne is established (yi2)) in the heavens.” — Psalm 103:19plugin-
autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigPsalm 103:19

Hebrew nvn Y33 imooni inva yon omva nin? ESV The LORD has established his throne in the
heavens, and his kingdom rules over all. NIV The LORD has established his throne in heaven, and his

kingdom rules over all. NLT The LORD has made the heavens his throne; from there he rules over
everything. kOplo¢évt@ovpavnTolpacevtovBpdvovadTodkaifBactAeiaadTodMdVTWV. ..

Hiphil Stem (causative form)

To establish, set up, prepare, make firm.
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This is the most common form and often means to make something stable or ready.

For example, “The LORD establishes (y5n) his steps.” — Proverbs 16:9plugin-autotooltip__default
plugin-autotooltip_bigProverbs 16:9

Hebrew i7yx 2 nimv) 297 2¥n? oTx 22 ESV The heart of man plans his way, but the LORD establishes
his steps. NIV In his heart a man plans his course, but the LORD determines his steps. NLT We can
make our plans, but the LORD determines our steps.
navtatagépyatodkuplovpeTAdIKaLOGOVNCPLAGTCETALOEOATERNCEICAMEPAVKAKAY

Theological Significance

The verb y5 often refers to God’s action in establishing creation, kingship, and moral order. It
expresses the idea that what God does is permanent, reliable, and purposeful.

Examples:

e Creation: “He established (y313) the world, it shall not be moved.” — Psalm 96:10plugin-
autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigPsalm 96:10

‘‘‘‘‘

“The LORD reigns! Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved; he will judge the
peoples with equity.” NIV Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns.” The world is firmly
established, it cannot be moved; he will judge the peoples with equity.
€VTOlCEBVECLVOKDPLOCEBATIAELTEVKALYXPTHVOIKOVUEVNVHTICODTAAELVBATE TAKPLVETAQODCEVEDBD
™mTtL...

» Covenant and throne: “Your kingdom shall be established (yio)) forever before you.” — 2 Samuel

7:16plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_big2 Samuel 7:16

Hebrew o2iy Ty 1123 mn> T892 7397 021y Ty 7022mm 71002 g ESV And your house and your
kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.' NIV
Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established
forever.'
KalmoTwOAoeTatdoikocadTolKalRBaoAE{aadTODEWCai@vocévimovépodkaioBpdvocavTodéoTal
dvwpbwpuévoceictovai®va...

e Moral order and plans: “Commit your work to the LORD, and your plans will be established
(122).” [ Proverbs 16:3plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigProverbs 16:3

Hebrew pnavnn n»i pyyn mn dx 93 ESV Commit your work to the LORD, and your plans will
be established. NIV Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and your plans will succeed. NLT
Commit your actions to the LORD, and your plans will succeed.

LXX translations of y3»

The translators did not use a single Greek word for y13; instead, they chose terms that fit the context:
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e When the emphasis is on preparation or readiness, they used ¢towudlw / €Toluoc.
* When the focus is on stability or firmness, they used otnp{Cw, BeBatdw, or BepeALdW.

Together these words paint a full picture of what it means for something (or someone) to be firmly
set, trustworthy, and enduring, whether a throne, the world, or the human heart.

New Testament Connections

The same Greek verbs used in the LXX show up again in the New Testament, carrying forward the
Hebrew theology of firm establishment:

Greek verb

NT examples

Connection to y1»

otnpidw —
“to
strengthen,
make firm”

Luke 22:32plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigLuke
22:32

Greek €yw 8¢ £6€nBnv nmept 0od (va un EKAlnnN ) mloTic oov. Kal a0
MOTE EMOTPEYOG OTHPLOOV TOLG GdeA@OUC oou. ESV but | have
prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have
turned again, strengthen your brothers.” NIV But | have prayed for
you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have
turned back, strengthen your brothers., 1 Peter 5:10plugin-
autotooltip __default plugin-autotooltip_bigl Peter 5:10

Greek 0 6¢ B€0¢ mdong xdpLtog, 6 KaAéoag DUAG €i¢ TAV aiwviov
a0ToD 66Eav &v XpLot®, OAlyov naBdévtag abTOC KATapTIoEL,
otnpi&eL, oBevwoel, BepeAlwoel. ESV And after you have suffered a
little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal
glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and
establish you. NIV And the God of all grace, who called you to his
eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will
himself restore you and make...

God *establishes*
believers just as
He *establishes*
His creation and
throne

Bepatow —
“to confirm,
make sure”

1 Corinthians 1:8plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-
autotooltip_bigl Corinthians 1:8

Greek 0¢ kol BeBatwoel DUAC £WC TEAOUC AVEYKAATOUC €V TH
AUEPQ Tod Kuplov AUGV Incod Xplotod. ESV who will sustain you to
the end, quiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. NIV He will
keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the
day of our Lord Jesus Christ. NLT He will keep you strong to the
end so that you will be free from all blame on the day when our
Lord Jesus Christ returns...., Hebrews 2:3plugin-
autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigHebrews 2:3

Greek nw¢ NUEC EKQELESOUEDA TNALKAOTNG GUEANCAVTEC
owtnplac; Atig, dpxnv AaBodoa AaAsiobat 6ta Tod Kupiov, LTO TV
dkovodvtwy €ic NUAC ¢BeBawdN, ESV how shall we escape if we
neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord,
and it was attested to us by those who heard, NIV how shall we
escape if we ignore such a great salvation? This salvation, which
was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those
who heard him....

The confirming
work of God
parallels how He
*makes firm* His
word and
covenant
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Colossians 1:23plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-
autotooltip_bigColossians 1:23
Believers are
0 . Greek elye émpéveTe Tf) niotel TeBepeAdlwuEvol Kal Edpatot kol pun *founded* on
EMUEALOW — . sx xt s N , ¥ . :
“to lay a HETAKWOUpEVOL QMO TAG le)\mégc‘ 00 guay,ys)\tczu OV NKOUOATE, TOD Chrlst — the
foundation” KNPLxBEVTOC £V Ao KTIOEL Tf) UTIO TOV 0VPaVOY, 0L £yevdunv £yw |ultimate
MadAog dudkovoc. ESV if indeed you continue in the faith, stable  |fulfillment of
and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you stability
heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven,
and of which I, Paul, became a minister....
Matthew 25:34plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-
autotooltip_bigMatthew 25:34
Greek to1E £pel 0 BaotAeLG TolC €k HeELRV abTOD- HedTE, ol ,
. . ebAoynuévoL Tod MatpOg Uov, KANPOVOUAoaTE THY ATOLATHEVNY Echoes .GOS': Sf Hi
fronua(w L, |Ouiv Baoelav anod kataBoAfic kéopou. ESV Then the King will say preparing® ot fis
to prepare - . throne or world in
to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father, the Psalms
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world. NIV “Then the King will say to those on his right, '‘Come, you
who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom
prepared for you since the creation of ...

Common Grammatical Forms

Form (Description)

English Meaning

Hebrew Spelling

Qal Perfect 3 masculine singular

he was established / firm

1> @ rare / not clearly attested

Niphal Perfect 3 masculine singular |he was established 112)
Niphal Participle masculine singular |established, fixed 112
Niphal Infinitive Absolute to be established 1131
Niphal Imperfect 3 masculine singular|he will be established =K
Niphal Imperfect 3 feminine singular |she will be established 1127

Hiphil Perfect 3 masculine singular

he established / prepared

21

Hiphil Imperfect 3 masculine singular |he will establish / prepare|y2?
Hiphil Imperative masculine singular |establish! / prepare! 127
Hiphil Infinitive Construct to establish / prepare P20
Hiphil Participle masculine singular |establishing / preparing |72”
Hiphil Participle feminine singular establishing / preparing |n221
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