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Meaning:

e The heart
e Used figuratively for the feelings, the will and even the intellect
e The centre of anything

Noun, masculine. Occurs nearly 600 times in the Old Testament.

Range of Meaning in the Bible

Occasionally used for the physical organ of the heart, for example “Nabal’s heart died within him” (1
Samuel 25:37plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigl Samuel 25:37

Hebrew jano mn Nam) 12792 129 np2) NYND 09270 DX INYR 19 Tam D2 P30 nNga IpE2 >0 ESV In the
morning, when the wine had gone out of Nabal, his wife told him these things, and his heart died
within him, and he became as a stone. NIV Then in the morning, when Nabal was sober, his wife told
him all these things, and his heart failed him and he became like a stone.
KalmpwiwceEEvnyevanotobolvovadmiyyetA...).

Often used to describe the inner Person or mind, the seat of thought, reflection, and understanding.
Hebrew anthropology sees thinking as occurring in the heart (rather than the brain). For example,
“The LORD saw that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (Genesis
6:5plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigGenesis 6:5

Hebrew oi»n Y3 y1 97 139 navnn hyd Y21 YIND OTRD Ny N27 °2 NI 8721 ESV The LORD saw that the
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil continually. NIV The LORD saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become, and
that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time.
10wWVHEKDPLOCO0EDCOTIEMANBIVONCaVAIKAKINITWVAVOPWNWVETLTACYAG...).

The word also describes a person's will or intention, that is, the centre of a person’s decisions and
moral choices. For example, “Pharaoh hardened his heart” (Exodus 8:15plugin-autotooltip__default
plugin-autotooltip_bigExodus 8:5

Hebrew 202 pa Ppam pan 0971980 H171207 79Y9) TTIY9) 17 PRYN HDNY 5oy INann Y197 Ny N
7 xvwn ESV And the LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, 'Stretch out your hand with your staff over

the rivers, over the canals and over the pools, and make frogs come up on the land of Egypt!"” NIV
BEKVPLOCTIPOCTHADEAPHTOVEKTELVOVTAXELPLTAVPEBOOVOOVEMITODCTOTAUODCKOLEMITAGCKALEMITAKALAVEY
ayetoLcBaTt...), meaning he made a deliberate choice.

The 25 is also the source of feelings—joy, fear, courage, or sorrow. For example, “Take heart, all you
who hope in the LORD” (Psalm 31:24).

And sometimes the word refers to one's sense of right and wrong, for example, “David’s heart struck
him” (1 Samuel 24:5plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigl Samuel 24:5
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092 VINYY WK PPN 9D NN NN TIT 0P TYva 2w ESV And afterward David's heart struck him,
because he had cut off a corner of Saul's robe. NIV Afterward, David was conscience-stricken for
having cut off a corner of his robe. kalpetatadTakaiéndtagevkap...), or in other words, his conscience
troubled him.

Theological Significance

The a9 represents the core of human identity—thought, feeling, and will united.

God judges the 25: “Man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart” (1
Samuel 16:7plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigl Samuel 16:7

.....

22%Y NN M oyyY Ane ESV But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on

the height of his stature, because | have rejected him. For the LORD sees not as man sees: man looks
on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.
KalKOPLOCTPOGUNEMPBAEYNCEMITAVOYLVA. ).

The 2% can be deceitful or pure, hard or soft, circumcised or uncircumcised (a metaphor for spiritual
condition) (Jeremiah 17:9plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigJeremiah 17:9

Hebrew »y1> »n Nan vz Yan 290 apy ESV The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately
sick; who can understand it? NIV The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can
understand it? NLT “The human heart is the most deceitful of all things, and desperately wicked. Who
really knows how bad it is? BabBelankapdlanapamndvtakaidvbpwndceaTivkalticadTov... and
Deuteronomy 10:16plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigDeuteronomy 10:16

Hebrew Tiy 2wipn &5 059791 07129 N2y nx oAvm ESV Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart,
and be no longer stubborn. NIV Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and do not be stiff-necked any
longer. NLT Therefore, change your hearts and stop being stubborn.
KalMePLTEPEIOBETAVOKANPOKAPS{OVOUOVKALTOVTPAXNAOVOUWVODOKANPLVETTEETL...).

The Shema (Deuteronomy 6:5plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigDeuteronomy 6:5

Hebrew 77in 9523 ¢ 9221 7229 Y23 Podx M Ny »2nN) ESV You shall love the LORD your God with

all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. NIV Love the LORD your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.
KaldyamnioelckOpLovtovBedvaovéESANCTACKaPdlcooLKALEEBANCTACYLXICOOLKOLEEBANCTAGOLVAUEWG
oov...) commands love for God “with all your heart” - this means with your entire inner being, your
mind, will, and emotion.
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