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hebrew
Meaning:

e The heart
¢ Used figuratively for the feelings, the will and even the intellect
e The centre of anything

Noun, masculine (although conceptually neutral, being used for both men and women). Occurs nearly
600 times in the Old Testament.

Range of Meaning in the Bible

Occasionally used for the physical organ of the heart, for example “Nabal’s heart died within him” (1
Samuel 25:37plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigl Samuel 25:37

Hebrew yano mn xon) 12792 127 N2 NPRD D370 NRCIRYR T2 Tam 5290 30 nrya a3 an ESVinthe
morning, when the wine had gone out of Nabal, his wife told him these things, and his heart died
within him, and he became as a stone. NIV Then in the morning, when Nabal was sober, his wife told
him all these things, and his heart failed him and he became like a stone.
KalnmpwiwcEEEvnyevanotodolvovdmiyyelA...).

Often used to describe the inner Person or mind, the seat of thought, reflection, and understanding.
Hebrew anthropology sees thinking as occurring in the heart (rather than the brain). For example,
“The LORD saw that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (Genesis
6:5plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigGenesis 6:5

Hebrew oi»n Y3 y3 P2 125 navnn Hyd 921 yINa oTND Ny7 27 >3 i 8 ESV The LORD saw that the
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil continually. NIV The LORD saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become, and
that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time.
16WVHEKDPLOCOBEOCHTIEMANBOVONCavaiKaK{OLTOVAVOPWTIWVETLITACYAG...).

The word also describes a person's will or intention, that is, the centre of a person’s decisions and
moral choices. For example, “Pharaoh hardened his heart” (Exodus 8:15plugin-autotooltip__default
plugin-autotooltip_bigExodus 8:5

Hebrew 1t0a p Ppam 790 DYTI9¥D 7207 TAY) PTIY2) 77 PIYR DN %2y Wxenn N9y Ny N
mnvm ESV And the LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, 'Stretch out your hand with your staff over

the rivers, over the canals and over the pools, and make frogs come up on the land of Egypt!"” NIV
OEKVPLOCTIPOCTHADEAPHTOVEKTELVOVTAXELPLTAVPEBOOVOOVEMITODCTOTAUODCKOLEMITAGKALEMITAKALAVEY
aysToucpat...), meaning he made a deliberate choice.

The 29 is also the source of feelings—joy, fear, courage, or sorrow. For example, “Take heart, all you
who hope in the LORD” (Psalm 31:24).
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And sometimes the word refers to one's sense of right and wrong, for example, “David’s heart struck
him” (1 Samuel 24:5plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigl Samuel 24:5

V92 HINYH N DYNPN 93 NN NN TIT 0P PYya 2w ESV And afterward David's heart struck him,
because he had cut off a corner of Saul's robe. NIV Afterward, David was conscience-stricken for

having cut off a corner of his robe. kailpetatadTakalEndtagevkap...), or in other words, his conscience
troubled him.

Theological Significance

The 25 represents the core of human identity—thought, feeling, and will united.

God judges the 2%: “Man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart” (1
Samuel 16:7plugin-autotooltip _default plugin-autotooltip_bigl Samuel 16:7

Hebrew b7a) »> D7am XY AN NS 22 1PDOND 2 INHIP D23 Y3 NN Y 02N TN ORmY K NIy N
2299 Ny M oyyo any ESV But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on
the height of his stature, because | have rejected him. For the LORD sees not as man sees: man looks
on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.
KAKOPLOGTIPOGUNEMBALYNCEMTAVOYLVA...).

The 2% can be deceitful or pure, hard or soft, circumcised or uncircumcised (a metaphor for spiritual
condition) (Jeremiah 17:9plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigJeremiah 17:9

Hebrew a»y1 »n xn ¥y Yan 290 apy ESV The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately
sick; who can understand it? NIV The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can
understand it? NLT “The human heart is the most deceitful of all things, and desperately wicked. Who
really knows how bad it is? BaBelankapdiamnapandvtakaidvBpwndcéoTivkalticadtdv... and
Deuteronomy 10:16plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigDeuteronomy 10:16

Hebrew Tiy 1wipn NY 039791 07229 N2y nx onvm ESV Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart,
and be no longer stubborn. NIV Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and do not be stiff-necked any
longer. NLT Therefore, change your hearts and stop being stubborn.
KQUTEPLTEUELTOETNVOKANPOKAPOIOVOUOVKOLTOVTPAYXNAOVOUWVODOKANPUVETTEETL...).

The Shema (Deuteronomy 6:5plugin-autotooltip __default plugin-autotooltip_bigDeuteronomy 6:5

Hebrew 770 9521 7¥93 9221 7225 923 PndN M Ny 20Ny ESV You shall love the LORD your God with

all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. NIV Love the LORD your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.

KaldyamioelckOpLovTovBedvooveESANG TACKAPOICooVKALEEOANGTACYLXNCOOUKALEEOANGTACOLVAUEWG
oov...) commands love for God “with all your heart” - this means with your entire inner being, your
mind, will, and emotion.
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Forms
Singular
Meaning Hebrew
Number |Gender / Use Example Form
Deuteronomy 6:5plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigDeuteronomy 6:5
) . “heart” Hebrew 77xn 9221 7¥9) 9521 722Y Y53 Padn My nx nanyy ESV You shall love the LORD your God with all
Singular [Masculine|(common R TR GRS TR EEE TS L et fur e T T ; )
your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. NIV Love the LORD your God with all your heart
form) . .
and with all your soul and with all your strength.
KaldyanioelckOpLovTovBedvaovéEBANC TACKAPO{OCTOVKALEEGANG THACWLXCOOVKALEEGANGTHCOUVANEWCTOU. .
S | Poetihc (t)'r Psalm 9:1 (NIV)plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigl will praise you, O LORD, with all my
Ingu atr Masculine femp aflc heart; | will tell of all your wonders. (verse 2 in the Hebrew Bible)plugin-autotooltip__default plugin- 127
(variant) “?ggr(t)” autotooltip_bigTninve Y3 nyson *a% Y23 M2 NTIN
Plural
Number Gender |Meaning / Use Notes Hebrew Form
. . |"hearts” (common plural :
Plural Feminine P Most frequent plural form na1?
of 229)
Plural (alternative)|Feminine (“hearts” Rare poetic form niay
. o " Rare, mostly poetic or late
Plural (alternative) Masculine|“hearts yp 0127
usage
Examples of commonly encountered uses
Meaning  |[Example Verse Hebrew
Form
My heart
(first . »3Y
person Psalm 13:5 1
singular)
Deuteronomy 6:5plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigDeuteronomy 6:5
Your heart . ) ) . .
(masculine Hebrew 77n 9523 799) 9523 722 922 Tdx M nx nanx ESV You shall love the LORD your God with all 725
singular "lyour heart and with all your soul and with all your might. NIV Love the LORD your God with all your heartand |
with all your soul and with all your strength.
KaldyomnioelgckOpLovTovBedvoovéESANC TACKaPS{acaoukaléEBANC TACYWLYACOOVKALEEBANC TACOUVALEWCTOV. ..
Genesis 6:5plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigGenesis 6:5
Hebrew oi’n Y3 y7 1 12% navnn Q¥ Y21 YINI DTRD NY7 N27 °2 NI’ 812 ESV The LORD saw that the
His heart |wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil [12?
continually. NIV The LORD saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become, and that every
inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time.
16wVdEKDPLOCOBEOGETIENMANBUVONCaVAiKaKIALTOVAVEPWNWVEMTACYAC. ..
1 Samuel 1:13plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigl Samuel 1:13
Hebrew n7ov9 »by navinn vpy XY ALip) nivs mnav pa maY Sy n1atn i nim ESV Hannah was speaking in
Her heart |her heart; only her lips moved, and her voice was not heard. Therefore Eli took her to be a drunken woman. |13?
NIV Hannah was praying in her heart, and her lips were moving but her voice was not heard. Eli thought she
was drunk
KalaOTAEAGAELEVTRKOPO{QadTACKALTAYE (AN TACEKIVETTOKALPWYNADTACODKAKOVE TOKALEAOY (oA TOAOTNVEIGH. ..
Psalm 95:10plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigPsalm 95:10
Their heart Hebrew >377 ay1 N5 01 0 229 >yR DY MN) T2 VIPR NIY oyin ESV For forty years | loathed that / 037
generation and said, “They are a people who go astray in their heart, and they have not known my ways."” D339
NIV For forty years | was angry with that generation; | said,
TeooapdkovtaéTnnpoowyloatiyevedékeivnkaldeimavvtattikapdlgkaladToloOKTAcO600CHOV. .
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Deuteronomy 6:5plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigDeuteronomy 6:5

With all Hebrew 77Xn Y221 7¥9) Y2231 722 Y22 povy M nx nanx) ESV You shall love the LORD your God with all
your heart |your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. NIV Love the LORD your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your strength.
KaldyomnioelgkOpLovTovBedvoovéESANC TACKaPS{acaouKalEEGANC TACYWLYACOOVKALEEBANC TACOUVAUEWCTOU. ..
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