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M9

Meaning:

o Wind
¢ Breath
e Spirit

Noun. Occurs about 380 times in the Old Testament.

The word mn (ruach) is a richly layered term with several interconnected meanings depending on
context. It is one of the most theologically significant words in Scripture.

The root idea is movement of air, which naturally extends into several related senses:

e Wind - a literal breeze or storm (e.g., “wind of the sea” in Exodus 10:13plugin-
autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigExodus 10:13

.....

2NN NN ’Y) ©Tpn M ESV So Moses stretched out his staff over the land of Egypt, and the

LORD brought an east wind upon the land all that day and all that night. When it was morning,
the east wind had brought the locusts.
KaLEMAPEVTAVHABOOVEICTOVOLPAVOVKALKDPLOCEMAYQYEVAVEUOVVOTOVEMLTAVYAVOANVTAVAUEPQ. ..

» Breath - the animating force in living beings (e.g., “the breath of life” in Genesis 6:17plugin-
autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigGenesis 6:17

Hebrew qvx 95 onvin nnpn 0230 M7 §a A¢n 992 92 nnYY YD Sy 0 91200 DX XA 210N 2N
v Yxa ESV For behold, | will bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in

which is the breath of life under heaven. Everything that is on the earth shall die. NIV | am going
to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every creature that has
the breath of life ini...).

e Spirit - an invisible, life-giving, and personal force—whether human, angelic, or divine

So mn can refer to anything from a physical wind to the spiritual presence of God. The same Hebrew

word thus bridges the natural and the supernatural—the air that moves the trees and the Spirit that
moves hearts.

Human Beings and n1

When applied to people, ruach refers to the inner life or disposition:

e Genesis 41:8plugin-autotooltip _default plugin-autotooltip_bigGenesis 41:8

Hebrew nx b7 ny19 199 2020 92 N DN 2POIN 92 NN NP2 NZY2 1M DYam Hpa2 )
ny197 onix INie PNy 189N ESV So in the morning his spirit was troubled, and he sent and called
for all the magicians of Egypt and all its wise men. Pharaoh told them his dreams, but there was
none who could interpret them to Pharaoh.
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dempwikalETapdyxdnnYLNaLTOOKALATIOOTEAACEKAAEOEVTIAVTAC TOVCATLYOTTTOVKALTAY. . -
Pharaoh’s spirit was troubled
e Proverbs 16:32plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigProverbs 16:32

.....

mighty, and he who rules his spirit than he who takes a city. NIV Better a patient man than a
warrior, a man who controls his temper than one who takes a city.
dvnploxupododdekpat®@vdpyickataiauBavouévoundAy - A person who controls his spirit is
better than one who conquers a city

 Ecclesiastes 12:7plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigEcclesiastes 12:7

.....

the earth as it was, and the spirit returns to God who gave it. NIV and the dust returns to the
ground it came from, and the spirit returns to God who gave it. NLT
KAETLOTPEYPNOEMTAVYAVWCAVKALTOMVE D HaEMOTPEYNMPOCTOVOEOVOCEOWKEVADTY. . - The spirit
returns to God who gave it.

Here, spirit represents the non-material aspect of humans, their emotions, thoughts, and will.

God and mn

The Spirit of the Lord (mn> m~) is profoundly important:
e Genesis 1:2plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigGenesis 1:2

Hebrew omn »a Yy nanan oadN M7 DINn 29 Sy YN 103 N nn vk ESV The earth was
without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was
hovering over the face of the waters. NIV Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was
over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.
NO6EYAAVASPATOCKAKALOKATOCEMAVWTACABUCOCOVKATVEDUOBEODEMEPEPETOEMAVWTODD. .. - “The
Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.”

e The Spirit of the LORD empowers prophets, judges, and kings, e.g. Judges 3:10plugin-
autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigjudges 3:10

Hebrew o)x 721 ©:yya 1913 iy 113 M 1p21 NHNDHZ R¥1IXIY? NN 0¥ i M7 YRy >nm
DNV W12 Yy 17 tym ESV The Spirit of the LORD was upon him, and he judged Israel. He went
out to war, and the LORD gave Cushan-rishathaim king of Mesopotamia into his hand. And his
hand prevailed over Cushan-rishathaim.
KaLEMAOTOVIVEDUOKUP{OVKALEKPLVEVTOVIOPANAKALEEAABEVEMLTOVIIOAE HOVK LT PEDW. ..

e In Ezekiel 36:27plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigEzekiel 36:27

Hebrew ooy 1nvn >pavinm 1591 Spna AWn NX ¥y 03272 AN *M Ny ESV And | will put
my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. NIV
And | will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my
laws.
KaLTOMVEDUAPOLOWOWEVOUIVKALTOIOWIVaEVTOICOIKaLWHAT{VIOLTIOPEDNTOEKALTAKPIUATALOLPUA
dEnobekainowjonte... God promises, “I will put My Spirit within you.”
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Here mn expresses God’s dynamic, personal presence and power - His life-giving energy that creates,
inspires, and renews.

Greek Connections - the LXX and New Testament

In the Greek Septuagint, mn is usually translated as mvedua, carrying the same range of meanings:

wind, breath, spirit. This continuity explains why in the New Testament, nmvedua is used for both the
Holy Spirit and human spirit.

Theological Reflection

The word mn testifies to the living God who breathes life into creation and into His people. Just as
God’s mn gave life to Adam (Genesis 2:7plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigGenesis 2:7

Hebrew n>n vi9)o oTxn »m2) ©20 NRY) PANI N9N NARTRD 10 19y DIND N 9N Nin’ Iy ESV then the
LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life,
and the man became a living creature. NIV the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.
KAEMAQOEVOBEOCTOVEVOpwoVATOTACYACK...), SO His Spirit gives new life to believers (Ezekiel 37 and
John 3:8plugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigjohn 3:8

Greek T mvedpa &mov BEAEL IVET, KOl TAV @wviv adTod &KoVELS, AAN 00K oldaC mdBev EpyeTal Kal Tod
Omdyel obTWC 0TV MAG 6 yeyevwnuévog ¢k Tod nvedpatog. ESV The wind blows where it wishes, and
you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone

who is born of the Spirit.“ NIV The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot
tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit...).

It reminds us that God’s presence is both powerful and personal, unseen yet active. It moves like the
wind, revives what is dead, and empowers those who trust in Him.

Comparison between spirit and soul - m5 and v9)
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