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John 8:58

Greek

εἶπεν αὐτοῖςplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigαὐτός

greek

Meaning

* He, she, it * Himself, herself, itself * Same

Personal pronoun (reflexive). Occurs more than 5,000 times in the New Testament.

Core uses Function English Equivalent Typical Translation Example (Greek) Example (English)
Ἰησοῦς· ἀμὴν ἀμὴν λέγω ὑμῖν, πρὶν Ἀβραὰμ γενέσθαιplugin-autotooltip__default plugin-
autotooltip_bigγίνομαι

greek

Meaning

* To Become * To Come into being * Generate * To Happen * Brought to pass

Verb.

Different from εἰμί (which means “to be” - a state of existence); γίνομαι, instead, emphasizes
coming to be - a transition or event.John 1:14John 1:3Matthew 6:10 ἐγὼ εἰμί.plugin-
autotooltip__default plugin-autotooltip_bigεἰμί

greek

εἰμί is the first person singular verb for “to be” (εἶναι [the infinitive form] = “to be”).

It an irregular verb, and, like English, changes significantly between person and tense. For
example εἰμί is the word for am and ἦν is the word for was, e.g.

ESV Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.”
NIV “I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!”
NLT Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was even born, I Am! ”
KJV Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.
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